During the International Gender Identity and Human Rights Congress, the first truly global conference organised for and by trans rights activists, transwomen from different regions of the world organized a session on the problems of transwomen sex workers and possible strategies for overcoming them. Five continents were represented: Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania, and South America. 

The following statements represent a consensus statement from that meeting. We call upon the congress organizers to incorporate the substance of this consensus statement in the wording of the final Barcelona statement. 
We, as transwomen activists, recognize that:

· Sex work is a form of work practiced worldwide by individuals of all sexual orientations and gender identities. Along with others, transwoman are involved in sex work in most if not all countries worldwide;
· However, just as not all sex workers are transwomen, so too not all transgender women are involved in sex work; 
· The International Declaration of the Rights of Sex Workers does not adequately address the rights of transwoman sex workers.

We recognise that transwoman sex workers experience common problems wherever they work.:

· They face a huge level of stigma, whose specifics differ from country to country, but which is almost invariably is layered: consisting of stigmas attached to their transgender status, their sex work and, for some, their HIV+ status; .

· They are subjected to sustained physical and psychological violence, perpetrated by individuals (including but not restricted to clients) as well as groups (including paramilitary and extremist groups), and organs of the State (such as police and military). Their rights are particularly likely to be severely violated under conditions of political instability or war.
· They face sustained and exacerbated risk of discrimination and abuse in countries where there is inadequate legislative protection (or legislation inadequately enforced), and/or absence of recognition by the State.
· They face difficulties accessing appropriate health services, especially in terms of healthcare for sexually transmitted diseases.

· Along with other groups, they often fall victim to trafficking and forced migration due to political, economic and socio-cultural reasons.
· They face sustained discrimination in political, economic, social and cultural aspects of their lives, including employment, education, participation in the democratic process, housing, access to health services. 
In view of the above, and as trans activists, we call upon all trans rights activists worldwide to carry out:

carry out advocacy work with community & religious leaders aimed at the elimination of  existing widespread stigma against transwoman sex workers;
carry out advocacy work with those individuals and institutions of power, particularly at the level of legislative work, justice and public administration;
carry out advocacy work with individuals and institutions in civil society (including the media and NGOs);.

undertake projects and programmes aimed at capacity building for transgender sex workers and their organizations, and aimed at examining the problems they face and providing solutions for their difficulties.

We also strongly urge Governments to:
· take urgent legislative and administrative measures to protect the human rights and overall well-being of transwoman sex workers. These measures must include  steps to legally recognize transgender people in their lived gender identity, as well as anti-discrimination law (properly enforced) that offers effective protection against discrimination based on gender identity;
· encourage the development of education programs which respect and value diversity within communities;
· respect, protect and fulfil the rights of sex workers as contained in the 2005 International Declaration of the Rights of Sex Workers in Europe;

· work closely with transwoman sex worker communities in the achievement of these aims.

